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From: Commanding Officen, Fleet Composite Squadron SIX, Naval Air Station,
Nonfolk, Vingania 23511

To: Chief 0§ Naval Operations (0P-05D7)

Subj: Fleet Composite Squadron SIX Command History for Calendar Yearn 1971
(OPNAV REPORT 5750.1)

Ref:  (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12 series K“?’ 0;,,17

Encl: (1) Blographies and Photographs of Commanding O0§ficens
(2) Composite Photo 0§ Target Drones
(3] Complement of Ofgicens, Enlisted, Civilian and FRight Personnel
(4] Deployment Summary og Opelw,twm
(5] Detachment Dam Neck Operations
(6) Statistical Summary 06 Operations
(7] Change of Command Phamphlet
(8) Congratulatony Lettenrs/Messages

1. 1In accorndance with neference (a)], the Fleet Composite Squadron SIX
Command History gorn Calendar Year 1971 is submitted herewdith.

2. The outstanding events and highlights of 1971 are Listed in the
gollowing chronologys:

5 Januarny = In accordance with CNO message 2115452 DEC 70, VC~6
Detachment Warren Grove, New Jersey was disestablished.
Additional details were treported in CY 1970 Command

Historny submitted by C, 0, FLECOMPRON SIX Letten sernial
9% of 4 Maxch 1971,

11 Januany ~ Finst shipboard test of the Vega Porntable Thacking Package
took place aboard USS INCHON (LPH 12)

1 February = Finst helicopten recovery of the MOM=74A Aenial Target
Drone in the Vinginia Capes Anrea by an aircragt o4
Helicopten Combat Suppont Squadrion SIX (HCe6]
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Subj: Fleet Composite Squadion SIX Command History §or Calendan Year 1971
(OPNAV Report 5750.1])

8 Februany ~ Finst deployment of an MOQM«74A detachment to Roosevelt

Roads, Puento Rico, for an operational test of the Vega
Thacking System.

15 March « Finst Ain to Ain Misaile (AAM] {ining exencise using the
MOM«74A in the Vingindia Capes Operating Area Fighter
Squadron 103 necipdent of the services.,

24 March - Demonstration of the Vega Tracking System for representatives
of the Royal Navy at FAAWTC Dam Neck, Virgdnia,

19 April -~ Finst Adn to Surface Missile (ASM] Exercise in the
Vingdinda Capes Operating Area utilizing the MK 33 SEPTAR
as a target. Adneragt of Attack Canrnden Ain. Wing SEVEN
were the necdpients of the service,

6 June ~ Firnst successgul control of a MKe33 SEPTAR Tanget Boat
grom an S~2 Aircraft,

10 June - Finst deployment of a MOM=74A/SEPTAR Det to Souda Bay
Crete dn support of Sixth Fleet Operations.

17 June - Finst AAM Exercise using MOM«74A Tangets conducted at NATO
Allied Missile Finding Installation (NAMFI] forn the Sixth
FLeet Operations.

9 July ~ CDR, T. A. GASSER assumed command of FLeet Composite Squadron
SIX.

27 July = Finst squadnon parnticipation in a Surface to Ain Missle
Exencise for the Sixth Fleet at the NAMFI range with
Launching of MQM~74A Target Dnones fon USS SAMPSON

3. The following narrative enlarges upon the events Listed Ln paraghaph
TWO above and discusses the command organdzation, operations and Zopics of
special intenest,
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(OPNAV Repont 5750,1]

Throughout 1971 considerable development and evaluation was conducted
on the Vega Precision Lab Pontable Tracking System, Vega Model 626C,

On 11 Januarny the ginst shipboard test took place with Detachment BRAVO
on boand USS INCHON (LPH 12].. A specially modified T33 aircragt served
as the tracking tanget. Several difficulties were encountered with
the Vega System, nesulting Lin incomplete testing and the tracking unit
was retwwed to Vega for corrective action, On § Februany Detachment
BRAVO deployed to Roosevelt Roads, P. R. in confunction with Operation
Springboand, for further operational tests of the Vega System. Agten

3 MOQM~74A gLights the Vega plotting board gfailed, terminating furthen
§lights, Detachment BRAVO deployed aboard USS PERRY (DD 884] on 1 May
1971 forn anothen evaluation of the tracking system. Again a specially
modified T33 aircragt was used for trhacking and again diffliculties with
the system were encountered. By itseld the test was Lncomplete but the
rhesults of this evaluation were combined with that of the Lincomplete
evaluation o4 11 January and together demonstrated that the unit met
all specifications thereby completing the evaluation,

In Januarny Detachment BRAVO deployed Zo Souda Bay, Crete to provide
MOM«=74A tarnget service at the NATO Allied Missile Firning Installation
(NAMFT] for units of the SIXTH Fleet. This was the §inst deployment

04 a VC~6 Detachment fo a shore installation in the Mediterranean, On
17 June the §inst ain to ain exercise utilizing MOM«74A tarnget was
conducted at NAMFI. USS F. D. ROOSEVELT (CVA 42] based aircragt were
the necipients of the senvice., On 27 July MOM~74A drones were finst
used forn sunface to ain missiles by USS SAMPSON (DDG 10) and USS SELLERS
(00G 11)., By Juwly &t appeared that the technical difgiculties en-
countered with the Vega system had been nesolved and the system was
capable of providing effective tracking of MOM«74A drones., However
through the end o4 the year the squadron was hampenred in that the
nequined peculian ground suppont test equipment for the system had not
been recedved; over a year aftern initial delivery of the tracking system,

Considenable development of the firning range at Fleet Anti Ain Warfare
Trnaining Center (FAAWTC], Dam Neck, Vinginia was made duning 1971,
Previously the services provided by VC=6 Detachment Dam Neck were
almost exclusively forn FAAWTC, On 15 Manch ain o airn missile gining
excenise against an IR flare and smoke augmented MOM~74A targets were
commenced at the Dam Neck range. VF 103 was the recipient of the
senvice fining Sidewdndern and Sparrow missiles, On 19 Aprnil the finst
ain 2o sunface missile excenise on the Dam Neck nange was conducted
gon aincragt of Attack Carnien Ain Wing Seven (CAW-7] using Sparrow
messiles against a MK 33 Septar boat augmented with a special radar
reglecton, On 17 Apnil USS KENNEDY (CVA 67) became the §inst ship %o
§ine a Sea Sparrow against the MQMe74A on the Dam Neck range, Addie
tionally the Dam Neck range was used by ships for conventional surface
to airn gunneny against MOMe74A and MQM«33A tangets, ALL tracking and
control of the MOM~74A, was accomplished utilizing the MSQ=51 Tracking
Control Centenr, '
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Use of the MK 33 Septar as an ain to surface missile/ordanance target
generated the need to provide greaten standoff control capabitity,
Since the MK 33 Septar {8 tracked visually and control &5 Limited %o
Line of s4ight, maximum standodf distance £8 Limited to about four miles
when controfled from the surface. In 1971 helicoptons were used
periodically to increase the control nange. On 6 June an S-2 aircraft
grom VC=2 was successfully used as an MK 33 Septarn control platgonm.
Due to the S+2%s improved visibility and speed it proved to be the
pregered control platform where airborne control 4s nequired,

b, Location/Command

(1) Fleet Composdite Squadron SIX, Located at Naval Ain Station,
Nongolk, Virnginia was commanded by COR Robert G, Anderson, USN §rom
13 July 1970 %o 9 July 1971; and by CDR Thomas A, Gassen §rom 9 July
1971 to present. Enclosure (1] contains a biography and photoghraph
of each commanding officer. The command {8 under the operational and
adminstrative control of COMNAVATRLANT,

c. Mission Change

(1] With the disestablishment of VC<é Det Warren Grove the squadnon
no Longen provides OM-56 sungace target services,

d. Composition

(1) Enclosure (3] enumenrates the squadron complement of officen,
enlisted, civilian and §Light personnel as of 31 December 1971,

e. Detachment Operations

(1] Duning 1971 the 4ive deploying detachments made twenty=gour
Andividual deployments which ranged §rom one week to give months in
duration. Enclosure (4] 48 a summary of 1971 deployments,

(2] VC=6 Detachment Dam Neck operates the MOM«33A, and Septan

Target Drones fon the U, S, Atlantic Fleet Gunnery School and various
Fleet units, MOM-74A aernial drone services are provided at Dam Neck

by a deployahle detachment augmenting the permanently assigned personnel,
gnc,&mwce. (5] &8 a summary of operations conducted by the detachment
wiing 1971,

f Operational Siatisidics

(1] Enclosure (6] 45 a combined comprehensive statisiical summory
0§ atl MQM-36A, MQM-74A, FIREFISH, and SEPTAR operations conducted
by the squadnon during 1971,
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g. Tangets, Maintenance, and New Equipment

(1] ’MQM-33A/ 36A
ecember 1971 onboard assets of propellen driven drones
weJLe reduced to 26 targets thinteen of each fype.

(2] IR Augmentation gor the MOM~74A
c plares installed 4in the MQM-74A

Py
drwones were utilized in the §inst AAM exercdse conducted £n
VACAPES Area.

(3] Vega Tracking System
The second Vega Tracking Package was recedved 17 March 1971,
(4] SEPTAR Handling Davit
Two porfable handling davits with power winches manugactured
by Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard wene received 15 May 1971,

(5} Thacking Control Central
On 27 August 1977, cusfody of the MK=33 Tracking Control Central
was assumed §rom the decommissioned Drone Antd Submardne
Helicoptern (DASH] unit at FAAWTC Dam Neck, Virginia,

h, Personnel

The following 48 a resume. concerning personnel manning Level,
advancements, heenlisiments and Legal matters.

(1] As of 31 December the squadwon had on board 90% of officens
allowance and 90% of enlisted allowance,

(2} The 1971 neenlistment nate was 17% of the eligible §inst cruise

and career candidates; 3 ginst cruuise and 3 careen reenlistments
were effected,

(3] Promotions from February/May/August/November advancement exams

wene effected on 52 of 151 personnel who participated in
the exams,

(4] Fourteen Commanding Ofgicens Non-Judical Punishment cases were
conducted by the parent command durning 1971,

£, Commundity Relations and Civic Action

The highlights of the squadron*s participation &n community relations
and clvic action arne Listed as folLows:
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(1] Open House was held agter the Change of Command, for dependents
and visitons,

(2} Squadron Aerial and Seaborne targets were used at the Azalea
Garden Festival Ain Show at the Naval Ain Station.

Lettens on messages of commendations or appreciation recedved are

included as enclosure (§].

1. AZGASSER

Copy %o:
COMNAVATIRLANT (Code 73] (WO enclosuneal
Dinecton of NAVAL HISTORY (0P-09B9]

i T



DATE =
, 13 JAN-23 FEB
1 . DET ALPHA

DET BRAVO

16 FEB 25 FEB

DET ECHO -

© 2l FEB 16 MAR

-~ DET BRAVO
}/ " DET ALPHA
DET DELTA

19 APR 23 APR-
~'DET ALPHA

" 8 FEB-23 FEB
CASTILLHO .

 AWGUSTO

28 MAR 6 APR  NA
'S APR 8 AFR

’13APR22APR

""" USS ATAKAPA

CONTROLL SHIPS

' DEPLOYMENT SUMMARY (CY 71)

REQUESTING COMMAND

USS RECOVERY .

| USS RECOVERY

R

_ LORAIN COUNTY

. USS NEWPORT NEWS

R R AL

" CINCLANTFLT
- (COMIBERLANT)

) CMAIRJAX o '. R

R X S

~ CINCLANTFLT - - ——
~ (COMCARIBSEAFRON)

' COMCARIBSEAFRONS o
v : SR (SPRING BOARD)

' vCOMMANDING OFFICER” L

SECOND MAW

COMPHIBRON FOUR

COMCARDIV TWO

'ROOS RDS

- PINE CASTLE
" LAKE GRORGE

,VACAPES

" "VAc,APEs' o

 VACAPES

LOCATION
SEPTAR
(SPRING BOARD)

‘ MQM-?M

o I.ISBON/PORTUGAL SEPTAR o
SUNNY SEAS- e

CAMP LEJUNE =
(nwa FIREX)

-USS JOHNSON

- USS LAWE .
- -HMES ASSINIBONE

'SEPTAR

| MQU-TLA |
| sEmR

SEPTAR .. .S SHIPS/3 ACFT SQDS

SRR 1. I

w - . -
!

TYPE SERVICE & UNITS SERVICED
ROCS RDS - - — SEPTAR - USS CRONE

USS CRONE
10 ACFT FROM CVW-6
USS WOOP-

HMES MARGAREE
HMES ST LAURET

‘ ‘Fk'zc]fosure (L) |
=~

.. USS RECOVERY _ ~

: 3 SHIPSV L

‘ 196 ACFT/VA—37,105,82, "

3rd,LAmBn o (
§SHIPS =

'-L‘V N ' o ) -

T




S
(<.

ATE
1 MAY 7 MAY
DET ABPHA

1MAY 7 MAY
DET BRAVO_ -~

DET DELTA -

1L JUN 18 JUN

DET ALPHA . - .
16 JUN S AUG -

DET DELTA

21 JUN 25 JUN -~

DET ECHO

7 JUN 8 JUN  USS ATAKAPA

.10 JUN 15 SEP

23 JUL 15 DEC

'CONTROLL SHIPS

USS CATAWBA

USS PERRY

USS NEWPORT/15 JUL

USS MCCARD/30 JUL
USS LEARY - :

USS RALETGH =~

USS FT. SNELLING

28.JUN 29 JUN  -USS ATAKAPA ~ -

USS BORDELON

DEPLOYMENT SUMMARY (CY 71)

REQUESTING COMMAND

CARDIV SIX .

CARDIV SIX

Cw32
COMDESRON.TWO .
' COMPHIBRON TEN .

VAl
COMSOLANT - -

~ VACAPES _

COMSIXTHFLT:

R PU

fa

' COMPHIBRON EIGHT

VACAPES

| VACAPES |

LOCATION

JAX OPAREA = SEPTAR

JAX OPARFA
~ SOUDA BAY

VACAPES  MQM-36A

~ NORTH ATLANTIC SEPTAR:

~ SEPTAR

_ SOUTH AMERTCA MQM-36A -

(UNITAS XII) SEPTAR ‘

MQM-TLA
. SEPTAR

SEPTAR

SEPTAR .

TYPE SERVICE & UNITS SERVICED

CW-3 '

o IR

ERR

VF-32 ACFT

USS VOGELGESANG
USS LEARY
 USS RALIGH®
USS SHREVEPORT

| Enclosure (L)

'USS FRANCIS“MARION

USS FORT SNELLING .
USS YORK COUNTY .
USS CHARLESTON .

VF-1li ACFT

22 SHIPS

I




DATE
16 - 20 AUG 71
DET" DELTA

30 - 03 SEP 71
DET ECHO
09-23 SEP 71
15 - 17 0CT 7
DET X-RAY

8 - 13 NV 7N
DET CHARLIE

'¢9 - 13 OV 71

DET DELTA

1-7DEC T

S

DET DELTA

CONTRCL SHIPS

DEPIOYMENT SUMMARY (CY 71)

REQUESTING COMMAND

IOCATION -

FT MONROE

Use J.F. KENNEDY
USS YORK COUNTY

USS KIOWA

NA

USS MILWAUKEE

NA

COMCARDIV FOUR

CCOMPHIPRON
FITWING ONE

COMFAIRJAX -
COMCRUDESFIOT 8

COMFAIRJIAX

27 of W-72

VACAPES AREA

ATLANTIC(ROSS RDS)
VACAPES AREA

" LK GEORGE

ROOS RDS

JAX OPS AREA

TYPE SERVICE & UNITS SERVICED

SEPTAR

SEPTAR

SEPTAR
FIREFISH/

SEPTAR

SEPTAR

SEFTAR

SEPTAR

2 SQUADRONS
VF 14, 46
HEMITAGE,CHARLESTON
VF 41, 84, 175,

4 SHIPS

(4)

Enclesure

8 VA SQUADRONS

NONE
NO OPs

YORK COUNTY, FRANCIS
MARTON

p coend




DETACHMENT DAM NECK OPERATICNS

Launch Attempts
satjigfactory Launches
Successful Flight (SVCS completed)

For Gunnery Firing

For Gunnery Tracking

For Unit Training (VC-6)
Expenditures (Cperational Reasons)
Expenditures (Hit by Gunfire)(Missiles)

MQ@Y-33A
174

MQ-364

ORI 0W-~Ia

MQM=T44
186

Enclosure (5)

hl
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M@I-36A AERIAL TGT DRONE CY 71
Dam Neck Deploying Dets Combined
Launch Attempts 7 32 39
Sat Launches 7 27 34

Successful Flights
(Services Completed)

Operational Expenditures 1 7 8
Hit/Kill Expenditures 0 3 3
Total Expenditures 1 10 11
Flights Per Operational 7.0 4,0 5¢5
Expenditure (Sat Launches)

Successful Flights per 3 3 6
Operational Expenditure

Percentage Sat Launches 100% 84% 87%
Percentage Successful Flights 43% 81% %%
Number of Units Serviced FAAWIC 23 23

Enclosure (6)




M@U-74A AFRIAL TGT DRONE OPS

Launch Attempts

Sat Launches

Sat Flights

Operational Expenditures
Hit/Kill Expenditures
Total Expenditures

Flights Per Operational
Expenditure (Sat Launches)

Successful Flights per
Operational Expenditure

Percentage Sat Launch
Percentage Successful Flights

Number of Units Serviced

Dam Neck

186
184
99
43
V3
57

43

2.3
99%
54%
20

Deploying Dets

42
38
15
16

8

25

2.0

.9
90%
39%
23

Combined

228
222
114
59
22
82

3.8

1.9
97%
51%
43

Enclosure (6)




FIREFISH/SEPTAR SURFACE TGT DRONE CY 71

Dam Neck Deploying Det Combined
Launch Attempts 180 86 266
Sat Launch Attempts 180 82 . 262
Sorties provided for Ships 0 32 32
Sorties provided for Aircraft 71 52 123
Ships Serviced 0 32 32
Aircraft Serviced 210 364 574
Operational Expenditures 0 2 2
Hit/Kill Expenditures 1 5 6
Successful Operations per 100% 95% 99%

Launch Attempt

Enclosure (6)




MQM-33A AERIAL TGT DRONE CY 71

Launch Attempts
Sat Launches

Successful Flights
(Services Completed)

Operational Expenditures
Hit/Kill Expenditures
Total Expenditures

Flights Per Operational
Expenditure (Sat Launches)

Successful Flights per
Operational Expenditure

Percentage Sat Launch
Percentage Successful Flights

Number of Units Serviced

Dam Neck
17}
172

88

33
3
36
h.7

2.k

98%
51%
FAAWTC

Deploying Dets Combined
0 174

0 172

0 88

0 33

0 3

0 36

0 L.7
0 2.l
0 98%

0 51%
0 FAAWTC

Enclosure (6)
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